
TABLE MANNERS AND EATING CUSTOMS IN AUSTRALIA     
 
To find out about eating customs and table manners in Australia, 
check the links below and answer the following questions. 
 
 
1.  What are signs of courtesy towards your host when you are invited 
to a party?   
- Checking if they would like you to bring something and offering help with preparing the meal or 
cleaning up once the party is over. 
 
2.When is the peak booking time in Sydney? And in Melbourne? What is the best time to enjoy your 
dinner?   
- In Sydney the peak booking time is 6.00-6.30pm, while in Merlbourne is 6.30-7.00pm. The best 
time to enjoy your dinner is at the later time (9pm, for example), when it’s not so busy.  
 
3. What are the most common toasts?   
- “Cheers”, “To your health”, “Here’s to you” 
 
4. How do you indicate that you have finished your meal?    
- Laying your knife and fork parallel on your plate with the handles facing to the right. 
 
5. Where should your hands be when you are not holding cutlery?   
- Your hands should be in your lap at the dinner table when you are not holding cutlery. 
 
6. Are you expected to leave a tip in Australian restaurants? How much is the common tipping?   
- Yes, 10-15%.  
 
7. Is it common to share a table with people you don’t know? If yes, in what kinds of restaurants?   
- Yes, in informal restaurants. You may get involved in a conversation if welcome.  
 
8. What is a “barbie” in Australia?   
- A BBQ (barbecue) 
 
9. Is it impolite to greet someone using their first name?    
 - No, in fact, they prefer to use their first name, even at the initial meeting.  
 
10. When is salad served in Australia? And in the US? What about your country?   
- In Australia it is served with the main course, while in the US it is served as an entrée. In Spain, it is 
usually served with the main course too.  
 
 
WEBSITES TO CHECK 
 
https://www.etiquettescholar.com/dining_etiquette/table-

etiquette/pacific_dinner_etiquette/australian.html 

http://www.indiaeducation.net/studyabroad/australia/manners-in-australia.aspx 

http://blog.opentable.com/2016/australian-restaurant-etiquette-your-guide-to-dining-out-down-

under-hackdining/ 
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